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Brief Description and Criteria

1

IN'D2 7PV — |[OD'IADN

C (i) (i) (iii) (iv) (vi)
The cultural landscape and archaeological remains of the Bamiyan
Valley represent the artistic and religious developments which
from the Ist to the |3th centuries characterized ancient Bakhtria,
integrating various cultural influences into the Gandhara school
of Buddhist art. The area contains numerous Buddhist monastic
ensembles and sanctuaries, as well as fortified edifices from the
Islamic period. The site is also testimony to the tragic destruction
by the Taliban of the two standing Buddha statues, which shook the
world in March 2001.

2

Madriu-Perafita-Claror 7ny — nIITIN
c

The Madriu-Perafita-Claror Valley offers a microcosmic perspective
of the way people have harvested the resources of the high Pyrenees
over millennia. Its dramatic glacial landscapes of craggy cliffs and
glaciers, with high open pastures and steep wooded valleys covers
an area of 4,247-ha., 9% of the total area of Andorra. It reflects past
changes in climate, economic fortune and social systems, as well as
the persistence of pastoralism and a strong mountain culture.The site
features houses, notably summer settlements, terraced fields, stone
tracks, and evidence of iron smelting.
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3

Quebrada de Humahuaca - n1'oaan
C (i) (iv) (vi)
Quebrada de Humahuaca follows the line of a major cultural route,
the Camino Inca, along the spectacular valley of the Rio Grande, from
its source in the cold high desert plateau of the High Andean lands
to its confluence with the Rio Leone some 150 km to the south.The
valley shows substantial evidence of its use as a major trade route over
the past 10,000 years. It features visible traces of prehistoric hunter-

gatherer communities, of the Inca Empire (15th to |6th centuries) and
of the fight for independence in the |9th and 20th centuries.

4

Uluru-Kata Tjuta 7ann - m7voix
N (ii) (iii) C (v) (vi)
This park, formerly called Uluru (Ayers Rock — Mount Olga) National
Park, features spectacular geological formations that dominate the
vast red sandy plain of central Australia. Uluru, an immense monolith,
and Kata Tjuta, the rock domes located west of Uluru, form part of
the traditional belief system of one of the oldest human societies in

the world. The traditional owners of Uluru-Kata Tjuta are the Anangu
Aboriginal people.

>

Hallstatt Dachstein — n"voIx
C (iii) (iv)
Human activity in the magnificent natural landscape of the Salzka-
mmergut began in prehistoric times, with the salt deposits being
exploited as early as the 2nd millennium B.C. This resource formed
the basis of the area’s prosperity up to the middle of the 20th century,

a prosperity that is reflected in the fine architecture of the town
of Hallstatt.

6

Wachau — n"vooin

C (ii) (iv)

The Wachau is a stretch of the Danube Valley between Melk and
Krems, a landscape of high visual quality. It preserves in an intact and
visible form many traces - in terms of architecture, (monasteries,
castles, ruins), urban design, (towns and villages), and agricultural
use, principally for the cultivation of vines - of its evolution since
prehistoric times.20th centuries.
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7

D'IMYNKRA 10§71 'VYbn - aa1y7
C (iii) (iv)
The remains of the |9th-century coffee plantations in the foothills
of the Sierra Maestra are unique evidence of a pioneer form of
agriculture in a difficult terrain. They throw considerable light on the

economic, social, and technological history of the Caribbean and Latin
American region

Vinales ny — naipg
C (iv)

The Vinales valley is encircled by mountains and its landscape is
interspersed with dramatic rocky outcrops. Traditional techniques
are still in use for agricultural production, particularly of tobacco.
The quality of this cultural landscape is enhanced by the vernacular
architecture of its farms and villages, where a rich multi-ethnic society
survives, illustrating the cultural development of the islands of the
Caribbean, and of Cuba.

o

nn’x
< @) (@ (v)
Between the |17th and 20th centuries, the ruling dukes of Liechtenstein
transformed their domains in southern Moravia into a striking
landscape. It married Baroque architecture (mainly the work of
Johann Bernhard Fischer von Erlach) and the classical and neo-Gothic
style of the castles of Lednice and Valtice with countryside fashioned

according to English romantic principles of landscape architecture. At
200 sq. km, it is one of the largest artificial landscapes in Europe.

10

Saint-Emilion 1t — nox
C (iii) (iv)
Viticulture was introduced to this fertile region of Aquitaine by the
Romans, and intensified in the Middle Ages. The Saint-Emilion area
benefited from its location on the pilgrimage route to Santiago de
Compostela and many churches, monasteries and hospices were built
there from the | I th century onwards. It was granted the special status
of a‘jurisdiction’ during the period of English rule in the |2th century.

It is an exceptional landscape devoted entirely to wine-growing, with
many fine historic monuments in its towns and villages.
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11

ANI7N 7NRY — NDIX

C (i) (i) (iv)
The Loire Valley is an outstanding cultural landscape of great beauty,
containing historic towns and villages, great architectural monuments
(the chateaux), and cultivated lands formed by many centuries of
interaction between their population and the physical environment,
primarily the river Loire itself.

12

Dresden Elbe gny — n"anqa

C (ii) (iii) (iv) (v) CL
The [8th and 19th century cultural landscape of Dresden Elbe
Valley extends some 18 km along the river from Ubigau Palace and
Ostragehege fields in the northwest to the Pillnitz Palace and the
Elbe River Island in the southeast. It features low meadows, and is
crowned by the Pillnitz Palace and the centre of Dresden with its
numerous monuments and parks from the 16th to the 20th centuries.
The landscape also features |19th and 20th century suburban villas and
gardens and valuable natural features. Some terraced slopes along the
river are still used for viticulture and some old villages have retained
their historic structure and elements from the industrial revolution:
notably the 147-m Blue Wonder steel bridge (1891-1893), the single-
rail suspension cable railway (1898-1901), and the funicular (1894-
1895).The passenger steamships (the oldest from 1879) and shipyard
(ca 1900) are still in use.

13

The Garden Kingdom of Dessau-Woérlitz — nnapma

C (ii) (iv)

The Garden Kingdom of Dessau-Woérlitz is an exceptional example
of landscape design and planning of the Age of the Enlightenment,
the 18th century. Its diverse components - outstanding buildings,
landscaped parks and gardens in the English style, and subtly modified
expanses of agricultural land - serve aesthetic, educational, and
economic purposes in an exemplary manner.
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14

"N 7Py O3 — NP7

C (ii) (iv) (v)
The 65km-stretch of the Middle Rhine Valley, with its castles, historic
towns and vineyards, graphically illustrates the long history of human
involvement with a dramatic and varied natural landscape. It is
intimately associated with history and legend and for centuries has
exercised a powerful influence on writers, artists and composers.

15

Hortobagy Puszta — nmaimn

C (iv) (v)

The cultural landscape of the Hortobagy Puszta consists of a vast area
of plains and wetlands in eastern Hungary. Traditional forms of land
use, such as the grazing of domestic animals, have been present in this
pastoral society for more than two millennia.

16

Tokaj pn wr~ — naamn
C (iii) (v)
The cultural landscape of Tokaj graphically demonstrates the long
tradition of wine production in this region of low hills and river valleys.
The intricate pattern of vineyards, farms, villages and small towns, with

their historic networks of deep wine cellars, illustrates every facet of
the production of the famous Tokaj wines, the quality and management

of which have been strictly regulated for nearly three centuries.

17

Pingvellir 7an® — m70'~
C (iii) (v)
bingvellir (Thingvellir) is the National Park where the Althing - an
open-air assembly, which represented the whole of Iceland - was
established in 930 and continued to meet until 1798. Over two weeks
a year, the assembly set laws — seen as a covenant between free men
— and settled disputes. The Althing has deep historical and symbolic
associations for the people of Iceland. The property includes the
bingvellir National Park and the remains of the Althing itself: fragments
of around 50 booths built of turf and stone. Remains from the |
Oth century are thought to be buried underground. The site also
includes remains of agricultural use from 18th and 19th centuries.The

park shows evidence of the way the landscape was husbanded over
1,000 years.
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D'YUITiZN D Inn 9 — N"70'R
C (i) (iv)
The nine Sacri Monti (Sacred Mountains) of northern Italy are groups
of chapels and other architectural features created in the late |6th
and |7th centuries and dedicated to different aspects of the Christian
faith. In addition to their symbolic spiritual meaning, they are of great
beauty by virtue of the skill with which they have been integrated into
the surrounding natural landscape of hills, forests and lakes. They also

house much important artistic material in the form of wall paintings
and statuary.

19

Cilento and Vallo di Diano National Park — n'70'x
C (iii) (iv)

The Cilento is an outstanding cultural landscape.The dramatic groups
of sanctuaries and settlements along its three east—west mountain
ridges vividly portray the area’s historical evolution: it was a major
route not only for trade, but also for cultural and political interaction
during the prehistoric and medieval periods. The Cilento was also
the boundary between the Greek colonies of Magna Graecia and the

indigenous Etruscan and Lucanian peoples.The remains of two major
cities from classical times, Paestum and Velia, are found there.

20

'ID7PN 7V INn — 70N

C (ii) (iv) (v)

The Amalfi coast is an area of great physical beauty and natural
diversity. It has been intensively settled by human communities since
the early Middle Ages. There are a number of towns such as Amalfi
and Ravello with architectural and artistic works of great significance.
The rural areas show the versatility of the inhabitants in adapting their
use of the land to the diverse nature of the terrain, which ranges from
terraced vineyards and orchards on the lower slopes to wide upland
pastures.

N 262



n'nsoJ

21

"A'ZA 9INn — AY70°R

C (ii) (iv) (v)
The Ligurian coast between Cinque Terre and Portovenere is a
cultural landscape of great scenic and cultural value. The layout and
disposition of the small towns and the shaping of the surrounding
landscape, overcoming the disadvantages of a steep, uneven terrain,
encapsulate the continuous history of human settlement in this region
over the past millennium

22

Val d’Orcia — n"70'N

C (iv) (vi)
The landscape of Val d'Orcia is part of the agricultural hinterland of
Siena, re-drawn and developed when it was integrated in the territory
of the city-state in the 14th and |5th centuries to reflect an idealized
model of good governance and to create an aesthetically pleasing
picture. The landscape’s distinctive aesthetics, flat chalk plains out
of which rise almost conical hills with fortified settlements on top,
inspired many artists. Their images have come to exemplify the beauty
of well-managed Renaissance agricultural landscapes. The inscription

covers: an agrarian and pastoral landscape reflecting innovative land
management systems; towns and villages; farmhouses; and the Roman
Via Francigena and its associated abbeys, inns, shrines, bridges etc.

23

o'PYIN 1T - TNWr
C (iii) (v)
The four Nabatean towns of Haluza, Mamshit, Avdat and Shivta, along
with associated fortresses and agricultural landscapes in the Negev
Desert, are spread along routes linking them to the Mediterranean
end of the Incense and Spice route. Together they reflect the hugely
profitable trade in frankincense and myrrh from south Arabia to the
Mediterranean, which flourished from the 3rd century B.C. until to
2nd century A.D. With the vestiges of their sophisticated irrigation
systems, urban constructions, forts, and caravanserai they bear

witness to the way in which the harsh desert was settled for trade
and agriculture.
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277 "0 0O NIXY7 D'YUTIZNN DMNRND — [D°
C (i) (iii) (iv) (vi)

Set in the dense forests of the Kii Mountains overlooking the Pacific
Ocean, three sacred sites - Yoshino and Omine, Kumano Sanzan, and
Koyasan - linked by pilgrimage routes to the ancient capital cities of
Nara and Kyoto, reflect the fusion of Shinto, rooted in the ancient
tradition of nature worship in Japan, and Buddhism, which was
introduced to Japan from China and the Korean peninsula. The sites
(495.3-ha) and their surrounding forest landscape reflect a persistent
and extraordinarily well-documented tradition of sacred mountains
over 1,200 years. The area, with its abundance of streams, rivers and
waterfalls, is still part of the living culture of Japan and is much visited
for ritual purposes and hiking, with up to 15 million visitors annually.
Each of the three sites contains shrines, some of which were founded
as early as the 9th century.

2>

Tamgaly TNQ fAI7IN'DIN 912 Y70 "X — [OONT{7
C (iii)

Set around the comparatively lush Tamgaly Gorge, amidst the vast,
arid Chu-lli mountains, is a remarkable concentration of some 5,000
petroglyphs (rock carvings) dating from the second half of the second
millennium BC to the beginning of the 20th century. Distributed
among 48 complexes with associated settlements and burial grounds,
they are testimonies to the husbandry, social organization and rituals
of pastoral peoples. Human settlements in the site are often multi-
layered and show occupation through the ages. A huge number of
ancient burials are also to be found including stone enclosures with
boxes and cists (middle and late Bronze Age), and mounds (kurgans)
of stone and earth built above tombs (early Iron Age to the present).
The central canyon contains the densest concentration of engravings
and what are believed to be altars, suggestsing that these places were
used for sacrificial offerings.

26

NONSDN’XY 'SI1] N{7'NYn NRnwNnan — OINT7
C (iii) (iv) (vi)
The Champasak cultural landscape, including the Vat Phou Temple
complex, is a remarkably well-preserved planned landscape more
than 1,000 years old. It was shaped to express the Hindu vision of
the relationship between nature and humanity, using an axis from

mountain top to river bank to lay out a geometric pattern of temples,
shrines and waterworks extending over some |0 km. Two planned
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cities on the banks of the Mekong River are also part of the site, as
well as Phou Kao mountain. The whole represents a development
ranging from the 5th to |5th centuries, mainly associated with the
Khmer Empire.

27

D'AI7ND 'TOIN NWIINI NWIT7 FTNL — [1127

C (iii) (iv)
The Qadisha valley is one of the most important early Christian
monastic settlements in the world. Its monasteries, many of which
are of a great age, stand in dramatic positions in a rugged landscape.
Nearby are the remains of the great forest of cedars of Lebanon, highly
prized in antiquity for the construction of great religious buildings.

28

Ambohimanga 7w mwTizn Niyaan — 17021
C (iii) (iv) (vi)
The Royal Hill of Ambohimanga consists of a royal city and burial
site, and an ensemble of sacred places. It is associated with strong
feelings of national identity, and has maintained its spiritual and sacred
character both in ritual practice and the popular imagination for the

past 500 years. It remains a place of worship to which pilgrims come
from Madagascar and elsewhere.

29

Orkhon ny - n'7nan
C (i) (iii) (iv)
The 121,967-ha Orkhon Valley Cultural Landscape encompasses an
extensive area of pastureland on both banks of the Orkhon River
i\ and includes numerous archaeological remains dating back to the
6th century. The site also includes Kharkhorum, the 13th and 14th
century capital of Chingis (Genghis) Khan’s vast Empire. Collectively
the remains in the site reflect the symbiotic links between nomadic,

pastoral societies and their administrative and religious centres, and
the importance of the Orkhon valley in the history of central Asia.The

grassland is still grazed by Mongolian nomadic pastoralists.
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30

Tongariro 7py — TA7'71 I
N (ii) (iii) C (vi)
In 1993 Tongariro became the first property to be inscribed on the
World Heritage List under the revised criteria describing cultural
landscapes. The mountains at the heart of the park have cultural and
religious significance for the Maori people and symbolize the spiritual
links between this community and its environment. The park has

active and extinct volcanoes, a diverse range of ecosystems and some
spectacular landscapes.

31

Sukur 7TX - NMan
C (iii) (v) (vi)
The Sukur Cultural Landscape, with the Palace of the Hidi (Chief)
on a hill dominating the villages below, the terraced fields and their
sacred symbols, and the extensive remains of a former flourishing iron

industry, is a remarkably intact physical expression of a society and its
spiritual and material culture.

32

Osun-Osogbo wTizRN W' — NMan

C (ii) (iii) (vi)
The dense forest of the Osun Sacred Grove, on the outskirts of the
city of Osogbo, is one of the last remnants of primary high forest in
southern Nigeria. Regarded as the abode of the goddess of fertility
Osun, one of the pantheon of Yoruba gods, the landscape of the
grove and its meandering river is dotted with sanctuaries and shrines,
sculptures and art works in honour of Osun and other Yoruba deities.
The Grove, which is now seen as a symbol of identity for all Yoruba
people, is probably the last sacred grove in Yoruba culture. It testifies
to the once widespread practice of establishing sacred groves outside
all settlements.

33

Vega 7w a79'D>nn — nnainn
cw

A cluster of dozens of islands centred onVega, just south of the Arctic
Circle, forms a cultural landscape of 103,710-ha, of which 6,930 is land.
The islands bear testimony to a distinctive frugal way of life based on
fishing and the harvesting of the down of eider ducks, in an inhospitable
environment.There are fishing villages, quays, warehouses, eider houses
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(built for eider ducks to nest in), farming landscapes, lighthouses and
beacons. There is evidence of human settlement from the Stone Age
on. By the 9th century, the islands had become an important centre
for the supply of down which appears to have accounted for around
a third of the islanders’ income. The Vega Archipelago reflects the
way fishermen/farmers have, over the past 1500 years, maintained
a sustainable living and celebrates the contribution of women to
eiderdown harvesting.

34

TIINN NIONV — DA'D'7'D

C (iii) (iv) (v)
For 2,000 years, the high rice fields of the Ifugao have followed the
contours of the mountains.The fruit of knowledge handed down from
one generation to the next, and the expression of sacred traditions
and a delicate social balance, they have helped to create a landscape
of great beauty that expresses the harmony between humankind and
the environment.

35

N'VOMMIIRN MIVFZVDIND 7IND — |"71D
Kalwaria Zebrzydowska '7a17 n»7y j7ano1
C (ii) (iv)
Kalwaria Zebrzydowska is a breathtaking cultural landscape of great
spiritual significance. Its natural setting — in which a series of symbolic
places of worship relating to the Passion of Jesus Christ and the life of

theVirgin Mary was laid out at the beginning of the | 7th century — has
remained virtually unchanged. It is still today a place of pilgrimage.

36

Alto Douro 7@ | 72N - 7210719
C (iii) (iv) (v)
Wine has been produced by traditional landholders in the Alto Douro
region for some 2,000 years. Since the 18th century, its main product,
port wine, has been world famous for its quality. This long tradition

of viticulture has produced a cultural landscape of outstanding beauty
that reflects its technological, social and economic evolution.
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Sintra — 7210019

C (ii) (iv) (v)

In the 19th century Sintra became the first centre of European
Romantic architecture. Ferdinand Il turned a ruined monastery into
a castle where this new sensitivity was displayed in the use of Gothic,
Egyptian, Moorish and Renaissance elements and in the creation of a
park blending local and exotic species of trees. Other fine dwellings,
built along the same lines in the surrounding serra, created a unique
combination of parks and gardens which influenced the development
of landscape architecture throughout Europe.

38

pico 'Nn 79 " NN - 721071

C (iii) (v)

The 987-ha site on the volcanic island of Pico, the second largest in
Azores archipelago, consists of a remarkable pattern of spaced-out,
long linear walls running inland from, and parallel to, the rocky shore.
The walls were built to protect the thousands of small, contiguous,
rectangular, plots (currais) from wind and seawater . Evidence of this
viniculture, whose origins date back to the |5th century is manifest
in the extraordinary assembly of the fields, in houses and early 19th
century manor houses, in wine-cellars, churches and ports. The
extraordinarily beautiful man-made landscape of the site is the best
remaining area of a once much more widespread practice.

39

Mapungubwe — nj7ox DT
C (i) (iii) (iv) (v)

Mapungubwe is set hard against the northern border of South Africa,
joining Zimbabwe and Botswana. It is an open, expansive savannah
landscape at the confluence of the Limpopo and Shashe rivers.
Mapungubwe developed into the largest kingdom in the sub-continent
before it was abandoned in the 14th century. What survives are the
almost untouched remains of the palace sites and also the entire
settlement area dependent upon them, as well as two earlier capital
sites, the whole presenting an unrivalled picture of the development
of social and political structures over some 400 years.
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40

Aranjuez - 190
C (ii) (iv)
The Aranjuez cultural landscape is an entity of complex relationships:
between nature and human activity, between sinuous watercourses
and geometric landscape design, between the rural and the urban,
between forest landscape and the delicately modulated architecture
of its palatial buildings. Three hundred years of royal attention to
the development and care of this landscape have seen it express an
evolution of concepts from humanism and political centralization, to
characteristics such as those found in its 18th century French-style
Baroque garden, to the urban lifestyle which developed alongside the

sciences of plant acclimatization and stock-breeding during the Age of
Enlightenment.

41

Oland DT 7w 'N7i7nA qnn - TIY

C (iv) (v)
The southern part of the island of Oland in the Baltic Sea is dominated
by a vast limestone plateau. Human beings have lived here for some
five thousand years and adapted their way of life to the physical
constraints of the island. As a consequence, the landscape is unique,
with abundant evidence of continuous human settlement from
prehistoric times to the present day.

42

Koutammakou Batammariba 7w n¥Ix — na1o

C (v) (vi)
The Koutammakou landscape in northeastern Togo, which extends
into neighbouring Benin, is home to the Batammariba whose
remarkable mud Takienta tower-houses have come to be seen as a
symbol of Togo. In this landscape, nature is strongly associated with
the rituals and beliefs of society. The 50,000-ha cultural landscape is
remarkable due to the architecture of its of Takienta tower-houses
which are a reflection of social structure; its farmland and forest; and
the associations between people and landscape. Many of the buildings
are two stories high and those with granaries feature an almost
spherical form above a cylindrical base. Some of the buildings have flat
roofs, others have conical thatched roofs. They are grouped in villages,

which also include ceremonial spaces, springs, rocks and sites reserved
for initiation ceremonies.
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Blaenavon 7w 'mmwynn qnn — nv~a
C (iii) (iv)
The area around Blaenavon is evidence of the pre-eminence of South
Wales as the world’s major producer of iron and coal in the [9th
century. All the necessary elements can still be seen - coal and ore

mines, quarries, a primitive railway system, furnaces, workers’ homes,
and the social infrastructure of their community.

44

Kew 7w nnpp7rn 0mMoian 0an — oM

C (i) (iii) (iv)

This historic landscape garden features elements that illustrate
significant periods of the art of gardens from the [18th to the 20th
centuries. The gardens house botanic collections (conserved plants,
living plants and documents) that have been considerably enriched
through the centuries. Since their creation in 1759, the gardens have
made a significant and uninterrupted contribution to the study of
plant diversity and economic botany.

45

Matobo niyaa — nnanant
C (ii) (iii) (iv)
The area exhibits a profusion of distinctive rock landforms rising
above the granite shield that covers much of Zimbabwe. The large
boulders provide abundant natural shelters and have been associated
with human occupation from the early Stone Age right through to
early historical times, and intermittently since. They also feature an
outstanding collection of rock paintings. The Matobo Hills continue
to provide a strong focus for the local community, which still uses

shrines and sacred places closely linked to traditional, social and
economic activities.
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46

Ferto / Neusiedlersee Dax TN — N"MAIIN-N"VOIX
Ccv)

The Ferto/Neusiedler Lake area has been the meeting place of
different cultures for eight millennia. This is graphically demonstrated
by its varied landscape, the result of an evolutionary symbiosis
between human activity and the physical environment.The remarkable
rural architecture of the villages surrounding the lake and several
18th- and 19th-century palaces adds to the area’s considerable
cultural interest.

47

Pyrénées — Mont Perdu - T90-no1¥
N (i) (iii) C (iii) (iv) (v)
This outstanding mountain landscape, which spans the contemporary
national borders of France and Spain, is centred around the peak of
Mount Perdu, a calcareous massif that rises to 3,352 m.The site, with
a total area of 30,639 ha, includes two of Europe’s largest and deepest
canyons on the Spanish side and three major cirque walls on the more
abrupt northern slopes with France, classic presentations of these
geological landforms. The site is also a pastoral landscape reflecting
an agricultural way of life that was once widespread in the upland
regions of Europe but now survives only in this part of the Pyrénées.

Thus it provides exceptional insights into past European society
through its landscape of villages, farms, fields, upland pastures and
mountain roads.

48

Park Muskauer / 7an® — pP719—n"fana
Park Muzakowski

N (i) (iii) C (iii) (iv) (v)
A landscaped park of 559.90-ha astride the Neisse river and the
border between Poland and Germany, it was created by Prince
Hermann von Puckler-Muskau from 1815 to 1844. Blending seamlessly
with the surrounding farmed landscape, the park pioneered new
approaches to landscape design and influenced the development of
landscape architecture in Europe and America. Designed as a ‘painting
with plants’, it did not seek to evoke classical landscapes, paradise,
or some lost perfection, instead it used local plants to enhance the
inherent qualities of the existing landscape. This integrated landscape

extends into the town of Muskau with green passages that formed
urban parks framing areas for development. The town thus became
a design component in a utopian landscape. The site also features a
reconstructed castle, bridges and an arboretum.
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Curonian Spit n0'7-n'on
cwm

Human habitation of this elongated sand dune peninsula, 98 km long
and 0.4-4 km wide, dates back to prehistoric times. Throughout this
period it has been threatened by the natural forces of wind and
waves. Its survival to the present day has been made possible only as
a result of ceaseless human efforts to combat the erosion of the Spit,
dramatically illustrated by continuing stabilisation and reforestation

projects.
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